April 20, 2000
Dear Governor Don Siegelman:

IamSwvePhﬂups.PresidentofSouthzrnSkinDivemSupplyinBirmmgham.Ahbam This is the
oldest dive store in the South. It was started in 1953 by Bill Tant. We have trained over 10,000 SCUBA
divers. We also use and sell metal detectors and gold prospecting dredges.

LanyearabineanedtthubmcrgedRmmActwusuppedthmughm:legmm. This bill was
poorly thought out and wrong from the start becaus of what it tried to claim for the Alabama Historical
Commission. lthinkwhathehgislammwamedwdowaspmmshipwnduandhimﬁwlmes. What
hnhappemdhmmmelegimmgvmmmhmm“mbhm"mdomuswmmq
want. Theoriginalactwasmppowdtoismpermitswithomlimimﬁon. However, the proposed rules are
much more restrictive. Theonlypeoplewhocangetapermitwﬁndanything.(includinggolddust.old
bottles and nails, and even rocks) are professional archeologists Because this is an underwater law,
persons who obtain a permit must also be a very good diver. Alabama has no archeologists who are also
good divers. Peoplclikcmysclfandmysons,othcrdivcxs,andoollcctorsarcthconeswhommlly
competent to be finding these artifacts. This bill seems to be trying to outlaw diving and gold prospecting,
which are none of their business and are very popular hobbies.

Iukeer.lﬁeme,thncxccmivedimctoratthcAlabamalﬁmricalCommixsion,whcrehegothis
advice on these regulations. He said from his Marine Advisory Committes. I told him neither I nor any
other dive store owner was consulted about this bill. I asked him where he got his committec and he
informed me that he got it on his own. As far as I know, no collectors, dive storc owners, gold
pmspectots,ormlichuntetswereallowedtopmvidcanyinputatall. It is wrong for the state of Alabama
tohavealawthatiseontmrytoallothcrlawsintthnitedSMandalsowmngforthcstatetopwvem
any kind of salvage by people who arc not professional archeologists, but who do this sort of thing.
WWMWWMWMMW&WﬁMMmM

What this is really about is MONEY, not money for the collectors, prospectors, or divers, but money to
grease the palms of the professional archeologisis The good tax-paying, normal citizens of Alabama
- ghould not have to grovel or ask “May I?7” to a bunch of museum bureaucrats. Those bureaucrats are not
knowledgeable. They do not put out good, useful books. The books about relics, artifacts, and gold
prospwﬁngarepmombythzoolleclorsthcmselv«. The museum bureaucrats do not serve or help the
common people. mstead,thcyonlyﬁketotalkmoneanother,memcmdygmedyofwhatthcydo
know, and do not share their knowledge or findings. My experience for the last 35 years of diving and
collecting has taught me to have little respect for them.

Iwmﬂdapptecimitifyouwo\ﬂdinvesﬁgatcwhatishappeninghere. Talk to people affected, not just
those who work for the government or museum. thnyoulookinthemuseumsandseethcartifacts,
find out who found them. Practically nothing comes from the archeologists. Instead, the artifacts come
ﬁomgood-heanedandgewwsmﬁchunmmdsalvom,whethaonhndorunduwaw. We share our
findings and want others to sec what we have found. We have filled the museums. By the way, musecums
have a little known policy called de-assession. They constantly sell items donated to them that should be
on display. Themummsdonmhavemmwdisplaymemﬁesmeyhavemdmmtmmtedinmom
Theymimaenedmmcmoncymdmamemclyjedmofknowledmbhmﬁchunters,gold
pmspectors,andoouectorswhodoforﬁeewhatbmeaucmsmgetﬁngpaidfor. Not only do hobbyists do
it for free, they do it much better and put out good books. The state of Alabama should rethink this act
andmliuitwinkinmdividual’smmestinhiswryandthatmostmﬁfws,mﬁes,andgoldfoundinthe
future will not be allowed to be spoken of. As my daddy often said “This dog won’t hunt.”

Thank you for your help in this matter.
Sincerely,

Steve Phillips



